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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

1. Claims 22-53, 55, 56, 68-97, 105, and 120 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, 
as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one 
skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had 
possession of the claimed invention. 

1 . Regarding claims 22, 55, 68, 83, 105, and 120 - The examiner could not find support in 
the specification for "the at least one processor capable of prompting a user of the first telephony 

device for a packet network address corresponding to the second telephony device, if it is 
determined that a packet network address corresponding to the information identifying the 
second telephony device is not available". If the apphcant can find support in the specification 
the examiner with withdraw the rejection. 
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2. Regarding claims 40-53 - The examiner could not find support in the specification for "A 
machine-readable storage, having stored thereon a computer program having a plurality of code 
sections for communicatively coupling a first telephony device and a second telephony device 
via a packet network, the code sections executable by a machine for causing the machine to 
perform the operations comprising". If the applicant can find support in the specification the 
examiner with withdraw the rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A palcnl may nol be oblaincd Ihough the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set Ibrth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

II. Claims 54, 57-64, 67, 98-102, 106-1 17, and 121-127 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Focaneanu et al. (US 5,610,910) hereinafter Focaneanu. 

1 . Regarding claim 54 - Focaneanu does not explicitly disclose receiving, fi-om the first 
telephony device, information identifying the second telephony device, determining whether a 
packet network address corresponding to the second telephony device is available, sending, to 
the packet network address corresponding to the second telephony device, a call setup request, if 
it is determined that a packet network address corresponding to the second telephony device is 
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available, receiving, from the packet network address corresponding to the second telephony 
device, status information for the second telephony device, and notifying a user of the first 
telephony device of a busy condition, if status information indicating a busy condition is 
received. 

Focaneanu discloses connecting customer premise equipment (CPE) such as a 
conventional telephone to a data network (the Internet) via an access network and a modem. 
Focaneanu discloses an access module which contains a database of user information such as a 
translation table for converting a telephone number into a packet network address (Internet 
address). Focaneanu discloses the system and hardware and software used to connect telephones 
via a packet network using telephone numbers and packet network address. Focaneanu discloses 
providing status information in order to complete the connections between telephones. Refer to 
Figures 3, 7, and 8 and column 2 line 58 to column 3 lines 15 and column 7 line 10 to column 9 
line 5 and column 9 lines 30 to 40 and column 1 1 lines 60 to 65. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to an ordinary person of skill in 
the art to provide Focaneanu with receiving, from the first telephony device, information 
identifying the second telephony device, determining whether a packet network address 
corresponding to the second telephony device is available, sending, to the packet network 
address corresponding to the second telephony device, a call setup request, if it is determined 
that a packet network address corresponding to the second telephony device is available, 
receiving, from the packet network address corresponding to the second telephony device, status 
information for the second telephony device, and notifying a user of the first telephony device of 
a busy condition, if status information indicating a busy condition is received. 
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The suggestion/motivation for doing so is that Focaneanu discloses the equipment and 
capabilities to set-up call between telephones over packet networks and convert between 
telephone numbers and packet addresses, refer to column 1 lines 7 to 13. The benefit being that 
more diverse networks and capabilities will be offered to the user extending telecommunications 
into new areas. 

2. Regarding claims 98 and 1 13 - Focaneanu does not explicitly disclose information 
identifying a second telephony device, and information to cause the communication system to, at 
least, send a call setup request to a packet network address corresponding to the second 
telephony device, if the packet network address is available to the communication system. 

Focaneanu discloses connecting customer premise equipment (CPE) such as a 
conventional telephone to a data network (the Internet) via an access network and a modem. 
Focaneanu discloses an access module which contains a database of user information such as a 
translation table for converting a telephone number into a packet network address (Internet 
address). Focaneanu discloses the system and hardware and software used to connect telephones 
via a packet network using telephone numbers and packet network address. Refer to Figures 3, 7, 
and 8 and column 2 line 58 to column 3 lines 15 and column 7 line 10 to column 9 line 5. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to an ordinary person of skill in 
the art to provide Focaneanu with information identifying a second telephony device, and 
information to cause the communication system to, at least, send a call setup request to a packet 
network address corresponding to the second telephony device, if the packet network address is 
available to the communication system. 
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The suggestion/motivation for doing so is that Focaneanu discloses the equipment and 
capabilities to set-up call between telephones over packet networks and convert between 
telephone numbers and packet addresses, refer to column 1 lines 7 to 13. The benefit being that 
more diverse networks and capabilities will be offered to the user extending telecommunications 
into new areas. 

3. Regarding claims 99 and 1 14 - Focaneanu does not explicitly disclose receive status 
information for the second telephony device from the packet network address corresponding to 
the second telephony device. 

Focaneanu discloses connecting customer premise equipment (CPE) such as a 
conventional telephone to a data network (the Internet) via an access network and a modem. 
Focaneanu discloses an access module which contains a database of user information such as a 
translation table for converting a telephone number into a packet network address (Internet 
address). Focaneanu discloses the system and hardware and software used to connect telephones 
via a packet network using telephone numbers and packet network address. Focaneanu discloses 
providing status information in order to complete the connections between telephones. Refer to 
Figures 3, 7, and 8 and column 2 line 58 to column 3 lines 15 and column 7 line 10 to column 9 
line 5 and column 9 lines 30 to 40 and column 1 1 lines 60 to 65. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to an ordinary person of skill in 
the art to provide Focaneanu with receive status information for the second telephony device 
from the packet network address corresponding to the second telephony device. 
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The suggestion/motivation for doing so is that Focaneanu discloses the equipment and 
capabilities to set-up call between telephones over packet networks and convert between 
telephone numbers and packet addresses, refer to column 1 lines 7 to 13. The benefit being that 
more diverse networks and capabilities will be offered to the user extending telecommunications 
into new areas. 

4. Regarding claim 100 and 1 15 - Focaneanu does not explicitly disclose establishing voice 
communication with the second telephony device via the communication system, if status 
information indicating acceptance of the call setup request is received by at least the 
communication system. 

Focaneanu discloses connecting customer premise equipment (CPE) such as a 
conventional telephone to a data network (the Internet) via an access network and a modem. 
Focaneanu discloses an access module which contains a database of user information such as a 
translation table for converting a telephone number into a packet network address (Internet 
address). Focaneanu discloses the system and hardware and software used to connect telephones 
via a packet network using telephone numbers and packet network address. Focaneanu discloses 
providing status information in order to complete the connections between telephones. Refer to 
Figures 3, 7, and 8 and column 2 line 58 to column 3 lines 15 and column 7 line 10 to column 9 
line 5 and column 9 lines 30 to 40 and column 1 1 lines 60 to 65. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to an ordinary person of skill in 
the art to provide Focaneanu with establishing voice contmiunication with the second telephony 
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device via the communication system, if status information indicating acceptance of the call 
setup request is received by at least the communication system. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so is that Focaneanu discloses the equipment and 
capabilities to set-up call between telephones over packet networks and convert between 
telephone numbers and packet addresses, refer to column 1 lines 7 to 13. The benefit being that 
more diverse networks and capabilities will be offered to the user extending telecommunications 
into new areas. 

5. Regarding claims 63, 101, and 116 - Focaneanu does not explicitly disclose transmitting 
voice packets comprising digitized voice information and receiving voice packets comprising 
digitized voice information. 

Focaneanu discloses connecting customer premise equipment (CPE) such as a 
conventional telephone to a data network (the Internet) via an access network and a modem. 
Focaneanu discloses an access module which contains a database of user information such as a 
translation table for converting a telephone number into a packet network address (Internet 
address). Focaneanu discloses the system and hardware and software used to connect telephones 
via a packet network using telephone numbers and packet network address. Focaneanu discloses 
providing status information in order to complete the connections between telephones. Refer to 
Figures 3, 7, and 8 and column 2 line 58 to column 3 lines 15 and column 7 line 10 to column 9 
line 5 and column 9 lines 30 to 40 and column 1 1 lines 60 to 65. 
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At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to an ordinary person of skill in 
the art to provide Focaneanu with transmitting voice packets comprising digitized voice 
information and receiving voice packets comprising digitized voice information. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so is that Focaneanu discloses connecting 
conventional telephones over packet networks and providing analog to digital conversion, refer 
to column 9 lines 40-50. The benefit being that more diverse networks can be interconnected 
offering more capabilities and services to the user. 

6. Regarding claims 64, 102, and 117 - Focaneanu discloses communicating digitized voice 
information using modem signals, refer to Figure 3 and column 2 line 59 to column 3 line 15. 

7. Regarding claims 57, 58, 106, 107, 121, and 122 - Focaneanu discloses telephony device 
is a conventional telephone, refer to Figure 1 and column 1 lines 18 to 60 and column 9 lines 40 
to 60. 

8. Regarding claims 60, 109, and 124 - Focaneanu discloses comparing the information 

identifying the second telephony device to at least one entry in a table, the at least one entry 
comprising information identifying a telephony device and a corresponding packet network 
address, refer to Figure 8 and column 8 lines 1 1 to 45. 
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9. Regarding claims 61, 110, and 125 - Focaneanu discloses the packet network address 
comprises an Internet protocol (IP) address, refer to Figure 1 and column 1 lines 18 to 60 and 
column 13 line 60 to column 14 line 12. 

10. Regarding claims 62, 111, and 126 - Focaneanu disclose the packet network is the 
Internet, refer to Figures 1 and 3 and column 1 lines 18 to 60 and column 2 line 59 to column 3 
line 15. 

1 1 . Regarding claims 112 and 127 - Focaneanu does not explicitly disclose notify the 
telephony device of a busy condition, if the received status information indicates a busy 
condition. 

Focaneanu discloses connecting customer premise equipment (CPE) such as a 
conventional telephone to a data network (the Internet) via an access network and a modem. 
Focaneanu discloses an access module which contains a database of user information such as a 
translation table for converting a telephone number into a packet network address (Internet 
address). Focaneanu discloses the system and hardware and software used to connect telephones 
via a packet network using telephone numbers and packet network address. Focaneanu discloses 
providing status information in order to complete the connections between telephones. Refer to 
Figures 3, 7, and 8 and column 2 line 58 to column 3 lines 15 and column 7 line 10 to column 9 
line 5 and column 9 lines 30 to 40 and column 1 1 lines 60 to 65. 
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At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to an ordinary person of skill in 
the art to provide Focaneanu with notify the telephony device of a busy condition, if the received 
status information indicates a busy condition. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so is that Focaneanu discloses the equipment and 
capabilities to provide set-up call procedures between telephones over packet networks and 
convert between telephone numbers and packet addresses, refer to column 1 lines 7 to 13 and 
Figure 4 and column 5 lines 48 to 67. Providing a busy indication is part of the call set-up if the 
called party is off-hook. The benefit being that more diverse networks and capabilities will be 
offered to the user extending telecommunications into new areas. 

12. Regarding claims 59 and 123 - Focaneanu discloses a conventional telephone number, 
refer to Figure 4 and column 5 lines 46 to 65. 

13. Regarding claim 67 - Focaneanu discloses transmitting, to the first telephony device, at 
least one of a tone (DTMF signal) and prerecorded speech, refer to column 9 line 40 to column 
10 line 16. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 65, 66, 105, 106, 118, and 1 19 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 

disclosure 

1 . Tisdale et al. (US 5,850,602) discloses a communication protocol for mobile earth 
terminal communication device used in mobile satellite communication system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John Pezzlo whose telephone number is (571) 272-3090. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jay Patel, can be reached on (571) 272-2988. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 
or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300 

For informal or draft communications, please label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT" 
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Hand delivered responses should be brought to: 

Jefferson Building 

2A15 

500 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA, 22313. 



John Pezzlo 
26 October 2008 

/John Pezzlo/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2419 



